Multicentricity in early breast cancer.
Breast preservation has focused attention on the extent and distribution of cancer in the breast. Recent studies suggest that there is spread from the primary tumor rather than a random distribution of cancer throughout the breast. As a result the term multicentric has largely been replaced by multifocal. Evidence that there is a geographic relationship of secondary deposits to the primary lesions opens the way to wide excision as definative treatment for selected patients with both invasive and in situ breast cancer.